STATEMENTS FROM THE
FOUR REPRESENTATIVES OF ANGLICAN AUTHORITY
1998 LAMBETH CONFERENCE
Resolution I.10
Human Sexuality
This Conference:
(b) in view of the teaching of Scripture,
upholds faithfulness in marriage between a
man and a woman in lifelong union, and
believes that abstinence is right for those who
are not called to marriage;
(d) while rejecting homosexual practice as
incompatible with Scripture, calls on all our
people to minister pastorally and sensitively to
all irrespective of sexual orientation and to
condemn irrational fear of homosexuals,
violence within marriage and any trivialisation
and commercialisation of sex;
(e) cannot advise the legitimising or blessing
of same sex unions nor ordaining those
involved in same gender unions;
(g) notes the significance of the Kuala Lumpur
Statement on Human Sexuality and the concerns
expressed in resolutions IV.26, V.1, V.10, V.23
and V.35 on the authority of Scripture in matters
of marriage and sexuality and asks the Primates
and the ACC to include them in their monitoring
process.
ANGLICAN CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL
Hong Kong
Resolutions of the 12th Meeting of the
ACC 15-26 September 2002
This Anglican Consultative Council, being
concerned about a range of matters of faith and
order which have arisen since we last met, and
having in mind the constant emphasis on mutual
responsibility and interdependence in the
resolutions of successive Lambeth Conferences,
from the call in 1867 for "unity in faith and
discipline … by due and canonical subordination
of synods" (1867, IV) to the call in 1998 for a
"common mind concerning ethical issues where
contention threatens to divide …" (1998, IV 5
(c)) calls upon:
1.

2.

dioceses and individual bishops not to
undertake unilateral actions or adopt policies
which would strain our communion with one
another without reference to their provincial
authorities; and
provincial authorities to have in mind the
impact of their decisions within the wider
Communion; and

3.

all members of the Communion, even in our
disagreements to have in mind the "need for
courtesy, tolerance, mutual respect and
prayer for one another" (1998, III.2 (e)).

THE PRIMATES MEETING 27 MAY 2003
Pastoral Letter from the Primates of the
Anglican Communion
Human Sexuality
The question of public rites for the blessing of
same sex unions is still a cause of potentially
divisive controversy. The Archbishop of
Canterbury spoke for us all when he said that it
is through liturgy that we express what we
believe, and that there is no theological
consensus about same sex unions. Therefore, we
as a body cannot support the authorization of
such rites.
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY
23 July, 2003
…What does it mean to be a Communion rather
than a federation? It means that provinces
recognise each other as true churches of Christ,
so that the apostolic ministry of one local
church can be exercised freely in another
local church. It means that we have ways of
being accountable to each other, so that
decisions in any one local church are not
taken without consultation and awareness of
the consequences a decision may have for
other churches… What makes this a significant
time in the Communion is that a number of the
choices faced by various provinces are choices
that will clearly take us either nearer real
communion or further from it.
…Certain decisions bearing directly or indirectly
on sexuality are likely to have the effect of
deepening the divide between provinces (and
between our Communion and other confessions),
not least in making any shared understanding of
discipline much harder and exposing what many
see as serious differences about how we read and
obey Scripture…
I should be very concerned to think that any
decisions taken by a local church ignored these
considerations, and I want to encourage you and
your fellow bishops to hold such questions very
clearly before you in all that you do, individually
and collectively.

